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PUBLIC   HEARING 

BOSTON    LANDMARKS   COMMISSION 

HELD   AT:      BRA   BOARD   ROOM/9th    FLOOR    BOSTON    CITY   HALL 

DATED:      MARCH   14,    1978 


In  attendance  were  the  following: 

Chairperson   Pauline  Harrell 

Romas   Brickus 

Susan  Davis 

Joan  Goody 

Thomas  Hynes 

Roger  Lang 

Margaret  Smith 

Henry  Wood 

Carl   Zellner 


Marcia   L.   Myers,    Executive  Director 


Elected  Officials 


(None  were  present) 
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THE  MEETING  WAS   CALLED   TO   ORDER    BY   VICE   CHAIRPERSON    ROGER 
LANG   AT  4:30   P.M. 


Roger  Lang  opened  the  Hearing   (in  the  temporary  absence  of  Chairperson 
Harrell)  on  the  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall,   the  Blake  House  in   Dorchester 
and  the  Arlington  Street  Church  in   Boston,   and  asked  Marcia  Myers  to 
read   the  NOTICE  OF   PUBLIC   HEARING   DATED   FEBRUARY  21,    1978, 
into  the  record. 

M.    Myers:        "NOTICE  OF   PUBLIC   HEARING: 

The  Boston   Landmarks  Commission  will   hold  a  public  hearing 
on  March  14,   1978,   concerning  the  designation  of  the 
Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall   in   Boston;   the  Blake  House, 
210   E.    Cottage  Street  in   Dorchester;   and  the  Arlington 
Street  Church  at  Arlington  and   Boylston  Streets  in   Boston 
as   Landmarks  according  to  the  provisions  of  Chapter  772  of 
the  Acts  of  1975.     The  hearing  will  be  held  in  the  BRA 
Board   Room,   9th   Floor,   City  Hall   at  4:30  p.m.      Reports  on 
the  proposed  designations  are  available  at  the  offices  of 
the  Commission,    Room  944,    City  Hall. 

Marcia   L.   Myers 
Executive  Director" 

R.    Lang:         The  purpose  of  these  hearings  of  the  potential   designations 
is  to  present  the  findings  of  the  Study  Reports;   to  hear 
testimony  from  interested   parties,   and  to  acquire  informa- 
tion which  will   help  the  Commission  to  make  a  decision. 
Marcia  would  you   read  the  definitions  and  criteria  for 
Landmarks? 

M.   Myers:       The  definition  of  Landmark  as  found   in   Chapter  772  of  the 
Acts  of  1975:      "Landmark,   any  physical  feature  or  improve- 
ment designated  by  the  commission   in  accordance  with  section 
four  as  a  physical  feature  or  improvement  which   in  whole  or 
part  has  historical,    social,   cultural,   architectural  or 
aesthetic  significance  to  the  city  and  the  commonwealth, 
the  New   England   region,   or  the  nation." 

And,   from  Section  4: 

"The  commission  may  designate  any  improvement  or  physical 
feature  as  a  landmark,   and  may  designate  any  area  in  the 
city  as  a  landmark  district,   architectural   conservation 
district  and  may  amend  any  such  designation   herein   provided 
upon  a  finding  by  the  commission  that  the  designation  or 
amendment  meets  any  of  the  following  criteria: 

(a)     Inclusion  in   National   Register  of  Historic  Places  as 
provided   in  the  National   Historic  Preservation  Act  of 
1966; 


(b)  structures,   sites,   objects,   man-made  or  natural,   at 
which  events  occurred  that  have  made  an  outstanding 
contribution  to,   and  are  identified  prominently  with, 
or  which   best  represent  some  important  aspect  of  the 
cultural,   political,   economic,   military,   or  social 
history  of  the  city,   the  commonwealth,   the  New   England 
region,  or  nation; 

(c)  structures,   sites,   objects,   man-made  or  natural, 
associated  significantly  with  the  lives  of  outstanding 
historic  personages; 

(d)  structures,    sites,   objects,   man-made  or  natural, 
representative  of  elements  of  architectural  or  land- 
scape design  or  craftsmanship  which  embody  distinctive 
characteristics  of  a  type  inherently  valuable  for 
study  of  a  period,   style  or  method  of  construction  or 
development,   or  a  notable  work  of  an  architect,    land- 
scape architect,   designer  or  builder  whose  work  influ- 
enced the  development  of  the  city,   the  commonwealth, 
the  New  England   region,   or  the  nation. 

R.    Lang:         We  will   initially  consider  the  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall. 
The  purpose  of  the  hearing  is  to  consider  the  possible 
designations  of  the  Mall,   Arlington  Street  Church  and  the 
Blake  House  in   Dorchester  as   Landmarks. 


COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE  MALL 

Because  of  the  presence  of  Commissioner  of  Parks  and  Recreation, 
Alan  Austin,  Mr.  Lang  set  aside  the  normal  order  of  procedure  to 
allow  Commissioner  Austin  to  speak. 

Alan  Austin,  Commissioner  of  Parks  and  Recreation 

Commissioner  Austin  indicated  his  general  support  for  the 
concept  of  Landmarks  designation  and  said  he  is  willing  to  endorse 
designation  of  the  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall,  provided  the  standards 
and  criteria  included  in  the  study  report  are  revised.  He  noted  in 
particular  that  he  would  like  references  to  maintenance  and  recrea- 
tion activities  deleted.  He  said  that  the  standards  as  written 
could  prove  to  be  a  handicap  to  the  Commissioner  and  his  staff. 
Other  than  these  concerns,  Commissioner  Austin  welcomes  designation 
in  order  to  protect  the  Mall  for  future  generations. 

Robert  F.  Walsh,  Director,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  submitted 
a  letter  supporting  designation  which  was  read  into  the  record  and  is 
attached. 

Stella  Trafford 

Mrs.  Trafford  introduced  herself  as  representing  three  committees, 
all  concerned  with  the  future  of  the  Mall.  Included  are: 
Friends  of  the  Boston  Public  Garden;  Committee  consisting  of  those 
distinguished  citizens  on  Commonwealth  Avenue  who,  in  1967,  intervened 
to  provide  the  finances  to  save  all  the  trees  on  Commonwealth  Avenue 
afflicted  with  Dutch  Elm  Disease;  and  the  Neighborhood  Association  of 
the  Back  Bay.  All  three  are  enthusiastic  about  designation,  and 
believe  that  the  standards  and  criteria  should  help  the  Parks  Department, 
not  hinder  it. 


RupertDavis,  City  Conservation  League 

Mr.  Davis  reminded  the  Commission  of  Winston  Churchill's  description  of 
the  Mall  as  the  "Champs  E*lysee  of  the  West".   He  noted  the  support  of  the 
City  Conservation  League  for  the  designation  of  this  property  and  said  that 
CCL  hopes  that  the  Commission  will  also  continue  to  designate  controversial 
properties  as  well . 
Stuart  Robbins,  Executive  Director  of  the  Back  Bay  Association 

Mr.  Robbins  stated  that  the  Back  Bay  Association  wished  to  be  recorded 
in  favor  of  designation. 
Joseph  El  dredge,  Back  Bay  Resident 

Noting  that  the  process  of  Landmarks  Commission  designation  is  in  itself 
a  great  achievement  for  the  City,  Mr.  Eldredge  stated  his  support  for  designa- 
tion. He  also  suggested  that  Commissioner  Austin's  objections  to  the  standards 
and  criteria  be  reduced  to  writing  and  circulated  to  those  who  participated  in 
their  drafting. 
Nina  Meyer,  Historic  Neighborhoods  Foundation 

Ms.  Meyer  asked  to  go  on  record  as  being  in  favor  of  designation. 
Eugenie  Beal ,  Boston  Conservation  Commission 

Ms.  Beal  described  the  importance  of  the  Mall  and  indicated  that  she  felt 
there  is  a  need  for  general  design  standards  to  guide  the  future  treatment  of 
the  park. 
Roger  Lang,  Back  Bay  Architectural  Commission 

Having  turned  the  chair  over  to  Chairperson  of  the  Commission  Pauline  Harrell , 
Mr.  Lang  took  the  podium  to  represent  the  Back  Bay  Commission  in  the  absence  of 
Chairman  Donald  Winter.  He  said  a  letter  in  support  of  designation  and  the 
design  review  process  is  forthcoming.  The  Back  Bay  Architectural  Commission 
has  only  one  modest  reservation  concerning  lighting.   (See  paragraph  H,  section  9.3.) 
This  section  should  be  clear  that  the  lights  referred  to  are  on  the  Mall  itself 
and  not  adjacent  sidewalks.  Mr.  Lang  quoted  a  reference  to  the  Mall  as  "the 
finest  drawing  room  in  America". 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edwin  Brooks,  Jr.,  167  Commonwealth  Avenue,  Boston, 

wished  to  be  recorded  in  favor  of 
designation  of  the  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall. 
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Robert  F.  Walsh,  Director 


Pauline  Chase  Han-ell ,  Chairwoman 
Boston  Landmarks  Commission 
City  Hall 
Boston,  Mass.     02201 

Dear  Ms.   Harrell : 

The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  supports  the  designation  of  Commonweal th 
Avenue  Mall   as  a  Landmark  under  Chapter  772  of  the  Acts  of  19751 


The  Mall,  one  of  the  Back  Bay's  most  prominent  urban  design  features,  is 
part  of  Boston's  extensive  Emerald  Necklace  park  system  and  is  an  integral 
part  of  the  City's  open  space  system.     As  such,  the  Mall  has  received 
considerable  attention.     Improvements  totalling  $150,000  have  been  programmed 
from  Charlesgate  West  to  the  Kenmore  Square  bus  station;  it  also  is  expected 
that  upgrading  of  the  Mall   from  Massachusetts  Avenue  to  Charlesgate  East 
will   take  place  if  the  City's  application  for  federal   funds,  to  be  filed 
this  year,   is  approved. 

The  use  of  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall,  Back  Bay's  major  open  space,  for  passive 
recreation  should  be  continued  and  upgraded.     The  B.R.A.,  in  light  of  this 
goal,   supports  the  Mall's  designation  as  a  Landmark. 


Robert  F.  Walsh 
Director 


1  City  Hall  Squcre 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02201 

[617]  722-4300 


for  the  Preservation 

of  New  England 

Antiquities 

March   14,    1978 


141  Cambridge  Street 
Boston.  Massachusetts  02 1  1 4 
617  227-3956 


Ms  Marcia  L.  Myers,  Executive  Director 

Boston  Landmarks  Commission 

City  Hall 

One  City  Hall  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  0  2201 

Dear  Marcia :- 

Thank  you  for  your  notification  of  a  Public  Hearing 
by  the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  on  March  14,  1978, 
concerning  the  'designation  of  the  Cgmmonazeal^h,  Avenue 
Mall  in  Bostoni  the  Blake  House,  2"10  E.  Cottage  Street 
in  Dorchester;  and  the  Arlington  Street  Church  at  Arling- 
ton and  Boylston  Streets  in  Boston  as  Landmarks  according 
to  the  provisions  of  Chapter  772  of  the  Acts  of  1975." 

I  should  like  to  put  the  Society  for  the  Preservation 

of  New  England  Antiquities  on  notice  as  being  resoundingly 
in  favor  of  these  designations.   Arguments  for  such  status 

for  the  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall  and  the  Arlington  Street 

Church  are  so  obvious  and  compelling  that  they  need  little 

comment  from  me  and  will,  I  know,  be  ably  underscored  by 

a  number  of  prominent  authorities  in  the  field  of  Boston's 
19th-century  architecture. 

I  would  like,  however,  to  expand  briefly  on  the  subject 
of  the  Blake  House  which  may  be  somewhat  less  well  known 
to  many  Boston  citizens,  though  it  has  been  ably  admini- 
stered by  the  Dorchester  Historical  Society  since  the  late 
19th  century  and  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  first  house  in 
New  England  to  have  been  publicly  rescued  for  preservation 
by  removal  to  City-owned  property  from  a  threatened  site. 

Its  real  importance,  however,  lies  in  the  fact  that  it 
is  only  one  of  a  half  dozen  houses  remaining  in  New  England 
and  on  the  East  Coast  as  a  whole  of  genuinely  early  date. 
As  I  will  point  out  in  a  forthcoming  book  on  the  17th- 
century  framed  houses  of  Mass  Bay  now  in  preparation  at 
the  Harvard  Press,  it  ranks  second  only  to  the  Fairbanks 
House  in  Dedham  in  importance  as  a  virtually  unique  form 
of  early  domestic  American  architecture.   The  word 
"unique"  should  be  stressed,  for  while  the  Fairbanks 


Ms  Marcia  L.  Myers  March  14,  1978 


House,  a  few  years  earlier  in  date,  is  not  only  our  oldest 
surviving  house  in  the  Commonwealth  but  one  of  the  finest 
examples  of  a  structure  erected  by  immigrant  carpenters 
from  East  Anglia,  the  Blake  House,  on  the  other  hand,  re- 
veals that  it  was  constructed  by  carpenters  with  a  West 
of  England  background.   It  is,  therefore,  on  the  basis 
of  many  observable  details  the  nation's  earliest  example 
of  a  house  built  by  carpenters  from  the  Western  counties 
of  England.   As  such,  it  preserves  a  character  markedly 
different  from  a  majority  of  our  later  17th-century  struc- 
tures with  an  East  Anglian  background. 

These  reasons,  I  readily  acknowledge,  may  seem  as 
though  we  are  drawing  fairly  fine  lines,  but  the  message, 
I  hope,  will  come  through  clearly  that  the  house  is  in  a 
class  by  itself  and  should  receive  all  the  attention  we 
can  give  it  for  possible  future  protection. 


Very  sincerely, 


Abbott  L.  Cummings 
Executive  Director 
ALC/heg 


PAUL    GUZZ!  ^*     Qj    £» 


Maxch  15,   1978 
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Ms.  Pauline  Chase  Harrell,  Chairperson 

Boston  Landmarks  Conmission 

City  Hall 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02201 

Re:  Landmark  Designation  for  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall 

Dear  Ms.  Harrell: 

Thank  you  for  allowing  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  the  opportunity 
to  comment  on  the  proposed  landmark  designation  of  the  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall 
in  the  Back  Bay  section  of  Boston. 

The  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall  is  significant  in  the  planned  development  of  the 
Back  Bay  area  of  Boston.  The  Mall  was  designed  by  Arthur  Gilman  based  on  the 
grand  planning  concepts  of  Baron  Hausmann,  the  man  who  gave  Paris  the  form  it 
has  retained  to  this  day.  The  Mall  was  created  when  the  back  bay  was  declared 
in  1849  to  be  a  "nuisance,  offensive  and  injurious  to  the  large  and  increasing 
population  residing  upon  it"  (Boston  Landmarks  Commission  study  report)  and 
was  ordered  to  be  filled.  The  Mall,  in  addition  to  its  landscape  and  horti- 
cultural features,  contains  several  important  monuments  and  pieces  of  sculpture. 
It  is  an  important  link  in  the  'Emerald  Necklace1  greenbelt  created  by  Frederick 
Law  Olmstead  in  the  late  19th  century  and  continues  to  be  a  significant  land- 
scape feature  in  Boston. 

For  these  reasons  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  recommends  that  the 
Boston  Landmarks  Commission  designate  the  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall  as  a  landmark. 

Sincerely  yours, 

J  '.Uu.'-"    ■'--  ■•'-  .'^ ■■■"•'  ■ 

Patricia  L.  Weslowski 

Acting  Director 

Massachusetts  Historical  Consiission 

PLW/CB/ed 


THE    BOSTON    SOCIETY    OF    ARCHITECTS 

320      NEWBUflY      STREET      BOSTON      MASSACHUSETTS      02115  •         617      2S7      5175 

A        CHAPTER         OF       THE        AMERICAN         INSTITUTE        OF       ARCHITECTS 


March  14,   1978 
Re:     Landmarks  Designations 


Landmarks  Commission 
City  of  Boston 
City  Hall 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Commission  Members: 

The  Boston  Society  of  Architects  wishes  to  record  its  wholehearted  approval 
and  supoort  for  the  currently  Droposed  designations  of  Arlington  Street  Church, 
The  Slake  House  and  The  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall   as  Landmarks  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

The  Society  is  narticularly  d! eased  at  the  proposed  designation  and  con- 
sequent protection  of  Arlington  Street  Church  since  it  was  one  of  the  first 
major  buildings  in  the  development  of  the  Back  bay  and  has  architectural   and 
historic  significance  matched  by  few  other  buildings  in  the  City. 

Respectfully,  • 

The  Boston  Society  of  Architects 

Robert  G.   "lei ley  \ 

RGH/dr 
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ARLINGTON  STREET  CHURCH 

A  letter  from  Robert  F.  Walsh,  Director  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
was  read  into  the  record  (attached). 

Royal  Cloyd,  Chairman  of  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the  Church 

Describing  some  of  the  long  and  varied  history  of  the  church,  including 
the  active  role  in  the  social  issues  of  the  times,  Mr.  Cloyd  noted  that  the 
church  was  also  the  home  of  draft  card  burnings  in  the  I960' s.  He  said  that 
many  people  come  to  the  church  because  of  its  architectural  value,  and  the 
congregation  recognizes  that  it  has  a  responsibility  to  preserve  this 
character.  He  asked  what  route  would  be  open  to  a  future  congregation,  should 
it  need  or  want  to  deviate  from  the  standards  and  criteria  which  the  Commission 
has  developed. 

Stella  Trafford,  Friends  of  the  Public  Garden 

Mrs.  Trafford  reported  that  the  "Friends"  voted  unanimously  in  favor  of 
Landmarks  designation  for  the  Arlington  Street  Church. 

Stuart  Robbins,  Back  Bay  Association 

The  Association  wishes  to  go  on  record  in  support  of  designation  of  the 
church.  He  suggested  that  the  study  report  be  amended  to  refer  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  over  property  within  500  feet  of  a  park. 

Nina  Meyer,  Historic  Neighborhoods  Foundation 

The  Foundation  is  emphatically**™  favor  of  designation. 

Alexander  Cassie,  City  Conservation  League 

The  C.C.L.  is  concerned  with  rumors  regarding  the  future  of  the  church 
and  is  in  favor  of  designating  the  church-one  of  Boston's  nationally 
recognized  landmarks. 

Joseph  El  dredge 
|     Mr.  Eldredge  stated  that  the  Neighborhood  Association  of  the  Back  Bay 
is  in  favor  of  designation. 


NBWwopirn^^tt  RECEIVED 

AallaQa  lllf  mar  i  4 1978 


Robert  F.  Walsh,  Director 


Pauline  Chase  Harrall ,  Chairwoman 
Boston  Landmarks  Commission 
City  Hall 
Boston,  Mass.  02201 

Dear  Ms.  Harrell : 

The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  enthusiastically  supports  the  designation 
of  the  j\r_ljnqton_S  tree t  Church  as  a  Landmark  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter 
772  of  the  Acts  of  1975. 

Designation  of  the  church  is  consistent  with  the  planning  goals  and  objectives 
for  this  area.  Although  located  in  the  Back  Bay,  the  church  is  outside  the 
Back  Bay  Architectural  District;  in  its  location  directly  across  the  street 
from  the  Public  Garden  (another  Landmark),  Arlington  Street  Church  enhances 
the  character  of  this  historic  district. 

Many  redevelopment  activities  are  under  way  and  several  are  proposed  in  the 
nearby  downtown  and  Park  Square  areas.  Development  pressure  from  these 
programs/projects  will  not  immediately  affect  Arlington  Street  Church, 
because  it  is  protected  by  a  30-year  preservation  restriction  held  by  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Commission.  Landmark  designation  will  alleviate 
further  development  pressure  on  this  historic  site;  also  a  possible  develop- 
ment rights  transfer,  once  available,  can  see  that  the  church  realize  some 
benefits. 

Arlington  Street  Church  is  one  of  Boston's  historically  and  culturally  signi- 
ficant churches.  It  is  most  appropriate  for  the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission 
to  designate  the  church  a  Landmark. 


Robert  F.  Walsh 
Director 


1  City  Hall  Squcre 

Scstcn,  McsoGChusetto  G2201 

(617)  722-43C0 


PAUL    SUZZI 


wSetti/ 


'pfaddacAf/4e//;i  ■J/tt'.-s/o/'t'ca/  &om//i/4.uo/i 


Ma  a  ^  1 

March  14,  1978  _  •  W ;  ? 


Ms.  Pauline  Chase  Harrell 

Qiairperson,  Boston  Landmarks  Commission 

City  Hall 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02201 

Re:  Landmark  Designation  for  Arlington  Street  Church 

Dear  Ms.  Harrell: 

Thank  you  for  allowing  the  xMassachusetts  Historical  Commission  the  opportunity 
to  comment  on  the  proposed  landmark  designation  of  the  Arlington  Street  Church 
at  the  corner  of  Arlington  and  Boy  Is  ton  StTeets  in  Boston. 

The  Arlington  Street  Church,  which  was  listed  in  the  National  Register  of  His- 
toric Places  on  June  4,  1973-,  is  significant  both  architecturally  and  for  its 
religious  and  historic  associations  with  the  development  of  Back  Bay.  The 
church,  constructed  in  1861,  was  designed  by  the  noted  Boston  architect  Arthur 
Gilman.  The  style  of  the  church  is  unusual ;  it  is  undeniably  Georgian  in 
detail,  but  was  built  after  the  end  of  the  Georgian  period  and  before  the 
Georgian  Revival  came  into  vogue  at  the  end  of  the  19th  century.  The  church 
has  been  virtually  unaltered  and  stands  today  as  a  significant  architectural 
landmark  in  Back  Bay. 

The  church  is  significant  historically  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  Unitarian 
church  communities  in  the  United  States.  Its  congregation  was  once  led  by  William 
Ellery  Charming,  the  leader  of  the  establishment  of  Uhitarianism  in  the  United 
States.  Other  pastors  have  included  the  Reverend  Paul  Revere  Frothingham,  the 
Reverend  Samuel  Eliot  and  the  Reverend  Dana  McLean  Greeley.  The  church's  member- 
ship is  strong  and  active  and  appears  to  have  ~ade  a  commitment  to  the  building 
and  the  neighborhood. 


The  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  recommends 
Church  be  designated  a  Boston  Landmark  by  the  Eost: 

Sincerely  yours, 


zhcz   the  Arlington  Street 
1  Landmarks  Commission. 


Patricia  L.  Weslowski 
Acting  Director 
Massachusetts  Historical  C; 


PLW/CB/ed 
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March  14,  1978 


Ms  Marcia  L.  Myers,  Executive  Director 

Boston  Landmarks  Commission 

City  Hall 

One  City  Hall  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02201 

Dear  Marcia :- 

Thank  you  for  your  notification  of  a  Public  Hearing 
by  the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  on  March  14,  1978, 
concerning  the  'designation  of  the  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Mall  in  Boston;  the  Blake  House,  210  E.  Cottage  Street 
in  Dorchester;  and  the  Arlington  Street  Church  at  Arling- 
ton and  Boylston  Streets  xn  Bc-dLun  as  Landmarks "according 
to  the  provisions  of  Chapter  772  of  the  Acts  of  1975." 

I  should  like  to  put  the  Society  for  the  Preservation 
of  New  England  Antiquities  on  notice  as  being  resoundingly 
in  favor  of  these  designations.   Arguments  for  such  status 
for  the  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall  and  the  Arlington  Street 
Church  are  so  obvious  and  compelling  that  they  need  little 
comment  from  me  and  will,  I  know,  be  ably  underscored  by 
a  number  of  prominent  authorities  in  the  field  of  Boston's 
19th-century  architecture. 

I  would  like,  however,  to  expand  briefly  on  the  subject 
of  the  Blake  House  which  may  be  somewhat  less  well  known 
to  many  Boston  citizens,  though  it  has  been  ably  admini- 
stered by  the  Dorchester  Historical  Society  since  the  late 
19th  century  and  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  first  house  in 
New  England  to  have  been  publicly  rescued  for  preservation 
by  removal  to  City-owned  property  from  a  threatened  site. 

Its  real  importance,  however,  lies  in  the  fact  that  it 
is  only  one  of  a  half  dozen  houses  remaining  in  New  England 
and  on  the  East  Coast  as  a  whole  of  genuinely  early  date. 
As  I  will  point  out  in  a  forthcoming  book  on  the  17th- 
century  framed  houses  of  Mass  Bay  now  in  preparation  at 
the  Harvard  Press,  it  ranks  second  only  to  the  Fairbanks 
House  in  Dedham  in  importance  as  a  virtually  unique  form 
of  early  domestic  American  architecture.   The  word 
"unique"  should  be  stressed,  for  while  the  Fairbanks 
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House,  a  few  years  earlier  in  date,  is  not  only  our  oldest 
surviving  house  in  the  Commonwealth  but  one  of  the  finest 
examples  of  a  structure  erected  by  immigrant  carpenters 
from  East  Anglia,  the  Blake  House,  on  the  other  hand,  re- 
veals that  it  was  constructed  by  carpenters  with  a  West 
of  England  background.   It  is,  therefore,  on  the  basis 
of  many  observable  details  the  nation's  earliest  example 
of  a  house  built  by  carpenters  from  the  Western  counties 
of  England.   As  such,  it  preserves  a  character  markedly 
different  from  a  majority  of  our  later  17th-century  struc- 
tures with  an  East  Anglian  background. 

These  reasons,  I  readily  acknowledge,  may  seem  as 
though  we  are  drawing  fairly  fine  lines,  but  the  message, 
I  hope,  will  come  through  clearly  that  the  house  is  in  a 
class  by  itself  and  should  receive  all  the  attention  we 
can  give  it  for  possible  future  protection. 


Very  sincerely, 


Abbott  L.  Cummings 
Executive  Director 
ALC/heg 


THE    BOSTON    SOCIETY    OF    ARCHITECTS 

320      NEWBURY      STREET      BOSTON      MASSACHUSETTS      02115  •         317      237      5175 

A        CHAPTER         OF       THE        AMERICAN         INSTITUTE        OF       ARCHITECTS 


March  14,  1978 
Re:     Landmarks  Designations 


Landmarks  Commission 
City  of  Boston 
City  Hall 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Commission  Members: 

The  Soston  Society  of  Architects  wishes  to  record  its  wholehearted  approval 
and  supoort  for  the  currently  oroposed  designations  of  Arlington  Street  Church, 
The  Slake  House  and  The  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall   as  Landmarks  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

The  Society  is  Darticularly  pleased  at  the  proposed  designation  and  con- 
sequent protection  of  Arlington  Street  Church  since  it  was  one  of  the  first 
major  buildings  in  the  development  of  the  Back  Bay  and  has  architectural   and 
historic  significance  matched  by  few  other  buildings  in  the  City. 


Robert 
RGH/dr 


Respectfully, 

The  Boston  Society  of  Architects 

G.  Neiley  \ 


BLAKE   HOUSE,    DORCHESTER 

William  Wolzack 

Mr.   Wolzack,   who  lives  in  the  Blake  House,   noted  that  the 
address  used  in  the  study  report,   210  E.    Cottage  Street,   is  one  of 
four  addresses  used  in  connection  with  the  Blake  House.      He  said 
he  is  in  favor  of  designation  in  that  it  may  heip  to  bring  about 
recognition  of  the  significance  of  the  house.     He  reported  that 
there  is  very  little  vandalism  occurring  now,   but  that  there  needs 
to  be  enforcement  of  drinking   laws  pertaining  to  adolescents. 

In   response  to  a  question  from  Ms.    Harrell,    he  said  he  believes 
that  the  Dorchester  Historical  Society  is  in  favor  of  designation;   it 
certainly  can't  hurt.     He  thinks  that  maybe  there  should  be  a  sign 
saying  why  the  house  is  important.      He  does  not  think  that  the 
planned  improvements  to   Richardson   Park  (the  location  of  the 
house)  will  deter  kids  from  using  the  park.      Rather,    it  could  have 
a  negative  effect,   making  them  angry  at  losing  their  space  and 
taking  it  out  in  vandalism  on  the  house. 

Peter  Kenney,    Dorchester  Resident 

Mr.    Kenney,    speaking  to  the  issue  of  the  proposed  treatment 
of  Richardson   Park,   said  that  the  setting  for  the  Blake  House 
should  be  returned  to  one  which  is  rural   in  character.     The  Parks 
Department  should  provide  an  alternative  location  for  teenage 
recreation. 


As  to  the  house  itself,   Mr.    Kenney  stated   his  opinion  that  the 
1895  restoration  should  not  be  preserved,   but  rather,   the  house 
should  be  more  accurately  restored  to  its  17th   Century  appearance. 

Kathyrn  Welch,   Joint  Field  Service  Office  of  the  National  Trust  for 
Historic  Preservation  and  The  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  New 
England  Antiquities  (SPNEA) 

Ms.   Welch   read  a  letter  of  support  for  designation  by  Abbott  L. 
Cummings,    Director  of  SPNEA  stating  the  very  great  significance 
of  the  house  ("in  a  class  by  itself")   in  the  history  of  American 
architecture. 

Rupert  Davis,    City  Conservation   League 

According  to  Mr.    Davis,   the  City  Conservation   League  supports 
the  designation  of  the  Blake  House  as  a   Landmark  and   "supports 
its  removal  to  a  safer  place,   if  that  becomes  necessary." 


PAUL    3UZZI 


my 
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Ms.  Pauline  Chase  Harrell 

Chairperson,  Boston  Landmarks  Commission 

City  Hall 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02201 

Re:  Landmark  Designation  for  James  Blake  House 

Dear  Ms.  Harrell: 

Thank. you  for  allowing  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  the  opportunity 
to  comment  on  the  proposed  landmark  designation  of  the  of  the  James  Blake  House 
at  210  East  Cottage  Street  in  the  Dorchester  section  of  Boston. 

The  Blake  House,  listed  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  on  May  1, 
1974,  is  significant  as  one  of  the  few  mid- 17th  century  frame  buildings  extant  in 
New  England.  In  addition  the  house  is  significant  as  one  of  two  17th  century 
houses  in  Massachusetts  which  uses  framing  methods  derived  from  the  West  of  England; 
most  extant  17th  century  New  England  houses'  are  East  Anglian  in  origin.  Because 
the  West  of  England  framing  methods  were  so  different,  the  Blake  House  offers 
architectural  historians  an  important  opportunity  for  research  into  different  kinds 
of  post -medieval  construction  techniques. 

The  Blake  House  has  acquired  additional  significance  as  an  early  preservation  pro- 
ject and  is  possibly  the  first  house  in  New  England  to  be  moved  in  order  to  prevent 
its  destruction.  The  house  was  threatened  with  demolition  by  the  City  of  Boston 
in  1895.  The  Dorchester  Historical  Society  reached  an  agreement  with  the  City  to 
allow  the  Society  to  move  the  house  to  a  nearby  park.  After  the  house  was  moved  in 
1896,  it  was  completely  restored.  This  late  19th  century  restoration  (which 
managed  to  leave  much  of  the  original  fabric  intact)  is  in  itself  significant  in 
the  development  of  preservation  theory  and  techniques. 

For  these  reasons  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  recommends  that  the 
Boston  Landmarks  Commission  designate  the  James  Blake  House  as  a  landmark. 

Sincerely  yours, 

7 


(/  ^tu^^   X  Lu£~(r*s>SL 


Patricia  L.  Weslowski 

Acting  Director 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
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Ms  Marcia  L.  Myers,  Executive  Director 

Boston  Landmarks  Commission 

City  Hall 

One  City  Hall  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02201 

Dear  Marcia :- 

Thank  you  for  your  notification  of  a  Public  Hearing 
by  the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  on  March  14,  1978, 
concerning  the  'designation  of  the  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Mall  in  Boston;  the  Blake  House,  210  E.  Cottage  Street 
in  Dorchester;  and  the  Arlington  Street  Church  at  Arling- 
ton and  Boy Is ton  Streets  in  Boston  as  Landmarks  according 
to  the  provisions  of  Chapter  772  of  the  Acts  of  1975." 

I  should  like  to  put  the  Society  for  the  Preservation 

of  New  England  Antiquities  on  notice  as  being  resoundingly 
in  favor  of  these  designations.   Arguments  for  such  status 

for  the  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall  and  the  Arlington  Street 

Church  are  so  obvious  and  compelling  that  they  need  little 

comment  from  me  and  will,  I  know,  be  ably  underscored  by 

a  number  of  prominent  authorities  in  the  field  of  Boston's 
19th-century  architecture. 

I  would  like,  however,  to  expand  briefly  on  the  subject 
of  the  Blake  House  which  may  be  somewhat  less  well  known 
to  many  "Bostoii_ci'iEizens ,  though  it  has  been  ably  admini- 
stered by  the  Dorchester  Historical  Society  since  the  late 
19th  century  and  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  first  house  in 
New  England  to  have  been  publicly  rescued  for  preservation 
by  removal  to  City-owned  property  from  a  threatened  site. 

Its  real  importance,  however,  lies  in  the  fact  that  it 
is  only  one  of  a  half  dozen  houses  remaining  in  New  England 
and  on  the  East  Coast  as  a  whole  of  genuinely  early  date. 
As  I  will  point  out  in  a  forthcoming  book  on  the  17th- 
century  framed  houses  of  Mass  Bay  now  in  preparation  at 
the  Harvard  Press,  it  ranks  second  only  to  the  Fairbanks 
House  in  Dedham  in  importance  as  a  virtually  unique  form 
of  early  domestic  American  architecture.   The  word 
"unique"  should  be  stressed,  for  while  the  Fairbanks 
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House,  a  few  years  earlier  in  date,  is  not  only  our  oldest 
surviving  house  in  the  Commonwealth  but  one  of  the  finest 
examples  of  a  structure  erected  by  immigrant  carpenters 
from  East  Anglia,  the  Blake  House,  on  the  other  hand,  re- 
veals that  it  was  constructed  by  carpenters  with  a  West 
of  England  background.   It  is,  therefore,  on  the  basis 
of  many  observable  details  the  nation's  earliest  example 
of  a  house  built  by  carpenters  from  the  Western  counties 
of  England.   As  such,  it  preserves  a  character  markedly 
different  from  a  majority  of  our  later  17th-century  struc- 
tures with  an  East  Anglian  background. 

These  reasons,  I  readily  acknowledge,  may  seem  as 
though  we  are  drawing  fairly  fine  lines,  but  the  message, 
I  hope,  will  come  through  clearly  that  the  house  is  in  a 
class  by  itself  and  should  receive  all  the  attention  we 
can  give  it  for  possible  future  protection. 


Very  sincerely, 


Abbott  L.  Cummings 
Executive  Director 
ALC/heg 


JOHN   F.   PARKER 
REPUBLICAN    FLOOR    LEADER 


OFFICE    OF    THE    REPUBLICAN    FLOOR    LEADER 

MASSACHUSETTS     SENATE 

STATE  HOUSE.   BOSTON  02133 


2   March   19  73 


RECEIVED 
MAR     6 1978 


Marcia  Myers,  Chairman 
Landmarks  Commission 
City  Hall 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Ms .  Myers : 

I  want  to  add  my  endorsement  to  many  others 
regarding  the  preservation  of  Blake  House 
at  Uphams  Corner  in  Dorchester7! " """ 


I  was  born  in  Dorchester  and  have  always 
felt  a  strong  tie  with  the  area.   Preser- 
vation of  valuable  old  landmarks  is  impor- 
tant and  the  Blake  House  surely  meets  every 
requirement  for  preservation. 


ohn"-F-.  Parker 
Senator 
Taunton,  Massachusetts 

Republican  Floor  Leader 
Massachusetts  Senate 
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220  East  Cottage  Street 
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Dora  V.  Calandrini 
220  East   Cottage  Street 
Dorchester,  MA     02125  j.i 
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Dora  V.  Calandrini 
220  East  Coctage  Street 
Dorchester.  MA     02125 


THE    BOSTON    SOCIETY    OF    ARCHITECTS 

320      NEWBURY      STREET      BOSTON       MASSACHUSETTS      02115  •         617       267       5175 

A        CHAPTER         OF        THE        AMERICAN         INSTITUTE         OF        ARCHITECTS 


March   14,    1978 
Re:     Landmarks  Designations 


Landmarks  Commission 
City  of  Boston 
City  Hall 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Commission  Members: 

The  Boston  Society  of  Architects  wishes   to  record  its  wholehearted  approval 
and  supoort  for  the  currently  proposed  designations  of  Arlington  Street  Church, 
The  Blake  House  and  The  Commonwealth  Avenue  Mall   as  Landmarks  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

The  Society  is  particularly  pleased  at  the  proposed  designation  and  con- 
sequent protection  of  Arlington  Street  Church  since  it  was  one  of  the  first 
major  buildings   in  the  development  of  the  Back  bay  and  has  architectural   and 
historic  significance  matched  by  few  other  buildings  in  the  City. 


Robert 
RGII/dr 


Respectfully, 

The  Boston  Society  of  Architects 

G.   Nelley  \ 
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